
Preparing 
a sermon for children



First stop:

Pray

It’s easy to draw on 
experience but God wants 
to give way more.

It’s like Ezekiel's river. 
Are you going to walk 
through the shallow 
waters...or will you take a 
swim with the children.....



1. Defining your goal

What do you want the 
children to learn from 
your preaching? 

Hosea 4: 6

My people are destroyed from lack of 
knowledge.



2. Why do you want to 
teach this to the children?

It’s only when you can 
give an answer to this 
question that your 
teaching will be more 
than just a theoretical 
lesson. 



3. Take time to let new 
ideas develop

 write down all the ideas 
that come to your mind

 sometimes it might be 
easy to make a sort of 
mindmap

 now choose which ideas 
you want to work out 
further



Sword is 
the Word 
of God

Learning a 
bible verse Attack from satan

How to 
fight

    defence

Story about a king 
that needs to defend 
his country

You can cut things 
with a 
sword...break 
bondages

What 
happens 
when you are 
fighting and 
you lay your 
sword down.

Proclaiming 
the  truths 
of God

You can you 
use your 
sword to 
attack

2 Tim 3: 
3,4

Ephesians 
6

David 
and 
Goliath

Hebr. 
4:12



4. Check your biblical base

What scriptures or bible 
verses could you use as 
foundation for your 
message? 

Make sure you 
keep in mind
the context of the
bible verses.



5. What other resources 
could you use?

Think of:
-Bible studies 
-Sermons
-Internet 
-Books 
-Testimonies 



6. Preparing your sermon

A: Think of how you want 
to draw the children’s 
attention

 Focus
 Something that 
will stick in their minds   



B: 
What will be your central 
bible story?
Or which central bible 
verses will you use? 

Will you use a fictive story 
to demonstrate your 
principle? 



C:
Make sure your preaching 
will be understandable for 
the children.

In general children have
difficulties with abstract 
ideas. 
The development of their 
brain is still in a concrete 
stage. 



D: Make it relevant for day 
tot day life.

Give examples
Use your own life to 
demonstrate  how this 
works for you

Think of situations they 
may encounter, in which 
they could use what you 
taught them



E: children will remember a 
lot more if you make 
things visual.
What materials do you 
need? 

Hear
See
Do 



F: How can you challenge 
the children to apply what 
they just learned?

Make it practical, what can 
they do this coming week.....



G: You’re not alone!

Ask others to help you 
in time
With what do you need 
help....?



H: make an outline of your 
teaching 

You can use this while 
preaching
You can use key words

You’re well prepared now.
But your outline is not holy.
The Holy Spirit tends to 
surprise us
When He leads you in a 
different direction while you 
preach...jus follow!



I: Make preparations for
an alter call or prayer time

So you’ll be ready when Gods 
tells you. 



The do’s and don’ts of repetition

Do

- Use repetition of the knowledge 
you want to teach them. 

- Create a familiar/predictable 
setting for the younger kids so they 
can feel safe.

- Use familiar songs so they can join 
in.

- Ask questions that repeat what you 
have shared.



Don’t 

- Repeat the same games/ songs 
   over and over again, 
   whithout adding something 
new. Especially
   songs then easily become 
‘empty words’ 

- Give lenghty explanations (they 
have no impact and steal 
attention span)

- Just use something that worked 
in the past or with another 
group ... Don’t lean on past 
experience. 



You’ll f
ind new 

wine skins and 

ideas while 

preparing 



Contact with the children...
What’s important?
Show them that you see them and that 
you are personally talking to them. 
-  Make eyecontact
-  Move around .... Play with being close 
and further 
   away. 
- Make sure you focus on all the kids, not 

just a little      group
- Include them by mentioning their name, 

asking questions, give them a role.
- Show them that their lives matter to you 

by paying attention to their experiences. 
- Share something personal, open your 

heart to them, only then will they open 
their hearts to you.
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